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CRIMPLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, duly convened on  
Monday, 21st January 2019 at Crimplesham Village Hall. Commenced at 7.15pm with 

Councillor James Lane in the chair. 
 

Attending:       
Cllr Jeffrey Carter 
Cllr Kevin Cornwell 
Cllr Barry Crowson 
Cllr David Lane 
Cllr James Lane 
Cllr Janet Watkins 
 
Clerk – Sarah Thorpe 
 
No parishioners were present  
 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies were accepted from Cllr Pamela Biggs and Cllr Sandra Squire (Borough Councillor). 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 Cllr James Lane and Cllr Watkins declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 6b and Cllr Cornwell 

declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 6a. 
 
3. Public Forum 
 No parishioners were present. 
 
4. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 19th November 2018 
 The Chairman reminded councillors to look at the accuracy of the minutes, and that matters arising 

would be dealt with imminently. Following a proposal by Cllr David Lane, seconded by Cllr Watkins, 
the minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
5. Matters Arising 
 All matters had been actioned as agreed.  
 Email received from resident on Springfield Close advising that their hedge was not overhanging the 

footpath. The Chairman had confirmed to the Clerk that it was the neighbouring property where the 
hedge was an issue. Letter sent to correct address by Clerk, but no action had been taken. Clerk to 
contact again. 

 Overhanging hedge on Main Road – resident had advised that hedge had been cut back to a height of 
3m by him and a contractor would be completing work to extensively cut the hedge.  

 Main Road (near Church Road and close to junction with Willow Heath Road) – road broken up 
causing long gully of damage. Still no action taken on this matter so Clerk to chase up. 

 PC Michael Synnott, Beat Manager for the area had asked the Safety Camera Officer to carry out 
checks, following a conversation with Cllr James Lane. These checks had been carried out on 20th 
November from 9:18 to 10:18 when 212 vehicles had passed through in that time. There were no farm 
or beet related traffic and only one HGV, the rest were cars or vans. He estimated that a good 65% of 
the total had entered the village above the posted speed limit.  

 BC Planning Enforcement had advised that they had accepted a case for retaining the track across 
the land for agricultural purposes at Rose Cottage, Market Lane.  

 
6. Finance 
Item a. Donation to Crimplesham Village Hall. It was suggested that the PC continued to help the Village 

Hall to make improvements and that the usual donation should be made. A donation of £900 was 
proposed by Cllr Crowson; seconded by Cllr Watkins and agreed by all. 

 
Item b. Donation to Crimplesham Parochial Church Council. It was suggested that the PC continued to 

support the cost of grass cutting in the churchyard. A donation of £900 was proposed by Cllr Crowson; 
seconded by Cllr David Lane and agreed by all. 
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Item c. Approval of Monthly Expenditure.  
 

E-on 25.92 1.30 27.22 DDR Street Light Electric December

S Thorpe 219.06 219.06 S/O Clerk's salary December
E-on 26.78 1.34 28.12 DDR Street Light Electric January
S Thorpe 219.06 219.06 S/O Clerk's salary January
Mick George Ltd 1322.00 1322.00 100825 Third Party Contribution for grant
S Thorpe 91.90 91.90 100826 Clerk's expenses/arrears
The Play Inspection Co Ltd 65.00 13.00 78.00 100827 Annual Playground inspection
Crimplesham Village Hall 90.00 90.00 100828 Hire of hall for PC meetings
Crimplesham Village Hall 900.00 900.00 100829 Donation to Village Hall
Crimplesham PCC 900.00 900.00 100830 Donation for maint of churchyard

Totals 3,859.72£   15.64£         3,875.36£   

Payee
Goods/ 

Services
VAT TOTAL Ref Supplier/Service

 
 The Clerk ran through the above payments for authorisation. Following a proposal by Cllr Carter, 

seconded by Cllr Cornwell, the payments were authorised, and the cheques were presented to 
Councillors for signature at the end of the meeting. 

 
Item d. Review of Reconciled Cashbook. The Clerk advised that she had reconciled the cashbook to the 

 end of December and presented the cash book and bank statements to the Chairman for inspection.  
 
Item e.  Precept for 2018/19. A budget and notes to accompany the budget had been prepared by the Clerk. 

Copies were given to all councillors and the figures were discussed. Expenditure was likely to be 
similar to income for 2018/19. This would mean that reserves were likely to be approximately £3990 by 
31st March 2019; this was below the recommended minimum of 50% of the Precept. The budget for 
2019/20 showed expenditure and income at the same amount; however, only £300 had been allowed 
for maintenance of the playing field and the recent annual inspection had identified a problem with the 
slide which would need to be repaired. The Precept would need to be increased if more money was 
required for the slide repairs or the reserves would be further reduced. There was a discussion on 
planned expenditure for the coming year and it was agreed that this was an accurate representation of 
likely expenditure. The Chairman advised that he believed the Precept should not be increased next 
year as NCC, BC and Police would all be increasing their amounts. The PC acknowledged that there 
had been an increase in the Precept for the last two years, following three years of no increase, and 
whilst they were reluctant to increase this figure the reserves could not be allowed to fall any further.  
The following proposals were put forward: 

 To raise a Precept of £9465 for the financial year 2019/20, this represented a 2% increase to the 
Band D taxbase, and use the Govt. grant of £50 to result in a total income for the Parish 
Council of £9515. Proposed by Cllr Carter, seconded by Cllr Cornwell. 

 Agreed by 4 votes in favour and 2 votes against.      Agreed. 
 
7. Planning Matters 
New applications:  
Item a.  Planning application 18/02045/F Refurbishment of hall to include new entrance to building and 

signage, disabled ramp access, removal of chimney, blocking up of existing entrance and 
removal of external staircase at Kingdom Hall, Main Road. The application had been received just 
before the last meeting and it had been agreed by all to SUPPORT the application. 

 
Decisions received from the BC: the following applications had been permitted – 
Item b.  Planning application 18/02045/F Refurbishment of hall to include new entrance to building and 

signage, disabled ramp access, removal of chimney, blocking up of existing entrance and 
removal of external staircase at Kingdom Hall, Main Road. 

 
Item c. Planning application 18/01837/F Removal or variation of condition 2 of planning permission 

17/01398/F: Extension to bungalow and construction of garage at Byshell, Main Road. 
 
Forthcoming planning applications for new developments: 
Item d. The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by an agent, who represented a landowner in the 

parish, about discussing a possible development with members of the parish. The Clerk had spoken 
with the Chairman on this matter and then advised the agent that the best course of action was for 
them to carry out a public consultation in the Village Hall, so that any interested residents could attend. 
The agent had responded to say that he was not sure if the proposal was going to be progressed but 
he would carry out a public consultation in the Village Hall if it did.  
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Item e.  Two residents had been in touch about a planning application to build an additional dwelling near to 
their rear entrance on Main Road. The Clerk had advised them that the PC was unable to discuss the 
matter until the planning application had been submitted to the BC and the consultation had been 
received by the PC.  

 
8. Health & Safety 
Item a. Matters Requiring Attention. The following issues were raised: 

•  Main Road (near Moles End) – road surface damaged around Anglian Water manhole cover. This 
matter had been reported after the last PC meeting but still outstanding. 

•  Main Road (near Jasley) – road surface damaged around BT manhole cover. This matter had been 
reported after the last PC meeting but still outstanding. 

•  Main Road (between Willow Heath Road and Frimstones) – pot hole.  

 
Item b. Health & Safety Inspections for PC assets. One completed form was received, no action was 

 required.  
 
  
 
  
 
9. Correspondence 
  The Clerk updated the PC with items of correspondence received which included:  

•  Barclays Bank – letters advising of closure of the Downham Market and Hardwick branches. 

•  E-on – letter advising of price increase for street lighting electricity. 

•  BC – information on Authority Monitoring Reports for 2017/18. 

•  NCC – information on the latest proposal for changes to Children’s Services. 

•  BC – Information on the Public Spaces Protection Oder (Control of Dogs). 

•  Norfolk Citizens Advice – information on their services and request for donation. 

•  King’s Lynn Shakespeare Festival – information on the festival from 26th-28th April. 

•  Love West Norfolk campaign – further information on the campaign. 

•  Ward Gethin Archer – information on their services. 

•  BC – information on the forthcoming PC elections.  

•  Clerks and Councils Direct Newsletter. 
  Cllr Cornwell advised that he had been approached by a resident about a potential planning  
  enforcement issue on Main Road. Clerk to report to BC Enforcement Team. 
  Cllr Cornwell advised that he had been approached by some residents about an issue on Market Lane 
  regarding a speeding vehicle. Clerk to report to Police Engagement Officer.  
 
10. Parish Affairs 
Item a. Crimplesham Playing Field. Fenland Leisure Products (FLP) had advised that they would be 

installing the new play equipment between 18th – 29th March. A Plan of where the equipment was to be 
installed had been provided and was circulated to all councillors.  

 The annual inspection of the play equipment had been carried out and an urgent issue had been 
identified with the slide. Cllrs James and David Lane had looked at the situation and taken the slide 
out of use until it could be repaired. Following a proposal by Cllr David Lane, seconded by Cllr 
Cornwell, it was agreed by all that the Clerk should approach FLP for a quotation to repair the slide 
and resolve the issue of the top of the slide tilting in the wrong direction. All other matters reported on 
the inspection were of low or very low risk, and many had been mentioned previously and just required 
monitoring. Cllr James Lane advised that he felt the slide had been damaged by vandalism and there 
had also been vandalism to two litter bins at the site. He had already repaired one litter bin and would 
also be able to fix the other one. It was reported that there had also been an incident of vandalism at 
the Village Hall, as a window had been smashed and a plant pot had been broken in a driveway on 
Main Road, which could also have been vandalism.  

 Following a proposal by Cllr Crowson, seconded by Cllr Carter, it was agreed by all that The Play 
Inspection Co would be asked to carry out the inspection due in December 2019.  

 Cllr James Lane reported that the grass was very long at the playing field and it was agreed that the 
Clerk would ask the contractor to cut the grass. It was also reported that a contractor was going to 
take another look at the situation with the moles.  

 
Item b. Update on data from SAM2 sign. The Chairman advised that the SAM2 sign had been located near 

The Rookery on Main Road, facing the direction of traffic travelling from A1122, between 27th October 
and 19th November. It had recorded 49,949 vehicles during the 23-day period; approximately 56% of 

Action:  Item a: Clerk to chase up outstanding issues and report new issue to Highways. 
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these vehicles were within the speed limit. These figures were consistent with the previous data, which 
was disappointing as it had shown a decrease of 6% in the number of vehicles within the speed limit. 
The sign had just recently been returned to Fincham so the data for the latest visit was not yet 
available. The Clerk advised that these figures could be passed to the Police Engagement Officer, PC 
Anderton, and it was hoped that this would encourage further visits by the Safety Camera Team and 
that their visits could identify HGVs travelling through the village, to and from British Sugar. It was also 
noted that the 30mph roundels had now been installed and it was hoped that these would encourage 
motorists to reduce their speed.  

 
Item c. Directional sign for footpath off Church Road. A discussion took place on the lack of directional 

sign for the footpath. The matter had been discussed previously and NCC had advised that a sign 
could not been installed at this point as according to their map there was a gap in the Public Right Of 
Way footpath which meant that there was no access to it from Church Road.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Internal Council Affairs 
Item a. Archiving of Historical PC Documents. The Clerk advised that she would like to pass the historical 

documents, which included minute books going back to 1894, to the Norfolk Records Office, as they 
would be able to store them more securely and ensure they were preserved, but would prefer to scan 
the documents first, so that the PC retained a digital copy. This would involve additional hours for the 
Clerk as it could not be managed within her normal hours. Following a proposal by Cllr David Lane, 
seconded by Cllr Watkins, it was agreed by all that the Clerk should be paid the additional hours to 
scan the documents before they were passed to the Norfolk Records Office.  

 
Item b. New contract for supply of street lighting electricity. The Clerk advised that she had spoken with a 

not for profit company called Utility Aid, who specialised in getting cheaper utility bills for Charities and 
PCs, at the last conference she attended. They had managed to save money for one of her other PCs, 
so she had asked them to provide a quotation for Crimplesham PC. The quotation showed a saving of 
£20 per annum on the price charged by E-on, prior to the recent price increase but following this 
increase the saving would be £93 per annum, if a 4-year contract was signed. The rate was fixed for 
the whole period of the contract which could represent further savings as it was likely that energy 
prices would continue to increase during this period. Following a proposal by Cllr Cornwell, seconded 
by Cllr Carter, it was agreed by all that the PC should enter into the new contract through Utility Aid.  

  
Item c.  Newsletter – winter issue. Items to be included in the next newsletter from this PC meeting: Playing 

Field update, SAM2 update, information on Precept. Cllr Cornwell asked for an item to be added to 
request volunteers to help with the Village Hall. Cllr Biggs would continue to take bookings and deal 
with finance but would appreciate help with other matters. Cllr Cornwell also advised that a new floor 
had recently been installed in the back room of the Village Hall.  

 
12. Agenda Items for the Next Meeting 
  Items to remain on the agenda as already agreed along with an item to consider requesting a  
  reduction in the speed limit for the village.  
 
13. Date and Time of the Next Meeting  
  Monday 18th March 2019, commencing at 7.15pm in Crimplesham Village Hall for the Parish Assembly 
  followed by an Ordinary Parish Council Meeting.  
 
Meeting closed at 8.32pm 
 

Action: Item a. – Clerk to obtain quotation from FLP for repairs to the slide; advise the Play 
Inspection Co Ltd to carry out the next annual inspection; ask the ground maintenance 
contract to cut the grass.  

 Item b. – Clerk to pass information from SAM2 to Police Engagement Officer.  
           
            
 


