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CRIMPLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, duly convened on  
Monday, 18th September 2017 at Crimplesham Village Hall. Commenced at 7.30pm 

with Councillor James Lane in the chair. 
 

Attending:       
Cllr Pamela Biggs 
Cllr Jeffrey Carter 
Cllr Kevin Cornwell 
Cllr Barry Crowson 
Cllr David Lane 
Cllr James Lane 
Cllr Janet Watkins 
 
Clerk – Sarah Thorpe 
 
No parishioners were present  
 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Brian Long (County Councillor) and Cllr Sandra Squire 
(Borough Councillor). 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
None 
 

3. Public Forum 
No parishioners were present. 
 

4. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 17th July 2017 
The Chairman reminded councillors to look at the accuracy of the minutes, and that matters 
arising would be dealt with imminently. An amendment to item 8b was agreed to correct the 
wording to “recent years” rather than “recent months” at line 4. Following a proposal by Cllr 
David Lane, seconded by Cllr Biggs, the minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by 
the Chairman. 
 

5. Matters Arising 
The Rangers had not yet visited the parish to attend to the siding out of the footpath from the 
playing field entrance to The Old Rectory and from Springfield Close to Horseshoe Cottage 
and strimming of the verge at Rose Cottage on Market Lane. Residents had trimmed back 
vegetation and hedges as requested to keep some footpaths clear. Holly Landscapes had 
advised that they would strim the verge in front of the playing field before they trimmed the 
hedge in future; this may involve an additional small charge.  
Highways had advised that they would not consider a reduction in the speed limit on the 
A1122 as they did not believe that the recent accident was caused by the road layout, or 
speed related and unfortunately the road did not currently meet their criteria for a reduction in 
the speed limit; however, this was something that could possibly be considered in future if a 
new road layout was needed as part of the proposed development on the outskirts of 
Downham Market.  
Cllr David Lane reported that the owner of Forge Cottage had trimmed back their hedge to 
clear this from around the VAS sign but unfortunately the sign had still not been working. The 
Clerk had asked the contractor installing the posts for the new SAM2 sign to take a look at the 
VAS sign and it was now back in operation.  
Cllr James Lane advised that he had attended the funeral of Mr Stephen Lamprell, who had 
tragically been killed in the accident on the A1122.   
 

6. Finance 
Item a.  Approval of Monthly Expenditure. The Clerk ran through the below 

payments for authorisation. Following a proposal by Cllr Biggs, seconded by 
Cllr David Lane, the payments were authorised and the cheques were 
presented to councillors for signature at the end of the meeting. 
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E-on 23.56 1.18 24.74 DDR Street Light Electric Aug

S Thorpe 214.78 214.78 S/O Clerk's salary Aug

E-on 23.56 1.18 24.74 DDR Street Light Electric Sept

S Thorpe 214.78 214.78 S/O Clerk's salary Sept

S Thorpe 32.14 32.14 100789 Clerk's expenses/admin Aug/Sept
Cancelled 100790

Westcotec Ltd 1917.00 383.40 2300.40 100791 Purchase of SAM2
Mazars LLP 100.00 20.00 120.00 100792 External audit for 2016/17
LD Pest Control 100.00 100.00 100793 Pest control at playing field
Mr B Crowson 19.14 3.84 22.98 100794 Repairs to notice board

Totals 2,644.96£   409.60£       3,054.56£   

Payee
Goods/ 

Services
VAT TOTAL Ref Supplier/Service

 
Item b.  Review of Reconciled Cashbook. The Clerk advised that she had 

reconciled the cashbook to the end of August and presented the cash book 
and bank statements to the Chairman for inspection.  

 
7. Planning Matters 

New applications:  
Item a. Planning application 17/01398/F Extension to bungalow and 

construction of garage at Bushell, Main Road, Crimplesham. The PC had 
considered the application, which had been received since the last meeting, 
and decided to SUPPORT the application.  

 
Item b. Planning application 17/01739/F Construction of two storey extension at 

Verbena, Main Road, Crimplesham. The application had been received 
over the last few days. The details would be circulated to all members and 
the Chairman would advise the Clerk of the decision of the PC.  

 
Decisions received from the BC: The following applications had been permitted: 
Item c. Planning application 17/01398/F Extension to bungalow and 

construction of garage at Bushell, Main Road, Crimplesham.  
 
Item d. Planning application 17/01211/F Variation of condition 2 of planning 

permission 17/00016/F: To vary already approved drawings at 2 
Springfield Close, Crimplesham.  

 
8. Health & Safety 

Item a.  Matters Requiring Attention. The following issue were raised: 

• Church Road – hedge overhanging highway. Letter to be sent to 
landowner asking for hedge to be trimmed.  

 
Item b. Health & Safety Inspections for PC assets. Three inspection sheets were 

returned by Cllr David Lane regarding the VAS sign which was now working. 
 

Item c.   Drainage and flooding issues. Cllr Cornwell agreed to check the situation 
regarding the overgrown ditch, which Norfolk County Council (NCC) had 
written to the owner about clearing. If the situation had not been dealt with the 
matter would be reported to NCC again.  

 
  
 
  

9. Correspondence 
The Clerk updated the PC with items of correspondence received which included:  

• Consultation on Council Tax Support scheme for 2018/19 

• August Parish Newsletter from Norfolk Constabulary 

• Letter from Norfolk Citizens Advice asking for a donation 

• Consultation on the draft Norfolk Strategic Framework document 

• CPRE Norfolk – ‘Vision for Norfolk’ 

• Civic Voice – War Memorial News 

• Clerks & Councils Direct Newsletter 

• ‘Recycle Right’ in King’s Lynn & West Norfolk campaign. 
 

Action:  Item a: Clerk to contact landowner 
 Item c: Clerk to contact NCC if appropriate 
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10. Parish Affairs 
Item a. Crimplesham Playing Field. A pest controller had now dealt with the issue 

of the rabbits on the playing field. Cllr David Lane advised that he had 
contacted the supplier about the holes created by rabbits in the animal proof 
mesh on the mound of the slide; he was waiting for the sales team to get 
back to him with their response. Another tonne of soil was now needed to fill 
the holes created by the rabbits. It was agreed by all that Cllr Cornwell should 
provide this as he had done previously. 

 Cllr Cornwell advised that he had been approached by a resident who 
wanted to purchase a bench, for just inside the gate at the playing field, and 
also a piece of play equipment. It was agreed by all that the PC would be 
happy for these to be supplied but that the resident should be asked to make 
formal contact with the Clerk so that the situation regarding ownership and 
future maintenance could be agreed.  

 
Item b. Parish Partnership Scheme (PPS) – Bus Shelter and SAM2 sign. The 

concrete base had not yet been installed at the bus shelter. The posts had 
now been installed for the SAM2 sign but the one on Market Lane was on the 
wrong side of the road. The supplier had advised that the sign was now ready 
to be installed and Cllr Cornwell and Cllr James Lane agreed to be present at 
the meeting with the supplier to demonstrate use and moving of the sign; 
dates to be arranged with Fincham PC.  

 
Item c. Village sign. Cllr Biggs advised that her grandsons had agreed to take down 

the village sign so that Cllr Watkins could repaint it.  
 
 
 

 
 

11. Internal Council Affairs 
Item a. Report from External Auditor. The Annual Return had been concluded and 

there were no comments or suggestions. Notice to be displayed on PC board 
and website. 

 
Item b. Review of Parish Council Documentation. Cllr James Lane agreed that he 

would review the Members’ Handbook. This item to be carried forward to the 
next PC meeting. 

 
Item c. PC Newsletter – autumn issue. Items to be included in the next issue were 

discussed and agreed.  
 

12. Agenda Items for the Next Meeting 
Items to remain on the agenda as already agreed.  
 

13. Date and Time of the Next Meeting  
Monday 20th November 2017, commencing at 7.15pm in Crimplesham Village Hall for an 
Ordinary Parish Council Meeting.  
 
Meeting closed at 8.20pm 

 

Action: Item b. Clerk to contact SAM2 supplier to ask for post to be moved and agree details of date  
                        for demonstration. 
 


