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CRIMPLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, duly convened on  
Monday, 18th July 2016 at Crimplesham Village Hall. Commenced at 7.30pm with 

Councillor David Lane in the chair. 

Attending:       
Cllr. Pamela Biggs 
Cllr. Jeffrey Carter 
Cllr. Kevin Cornwell 
Cllr. David Lane 
Cllr. James Lane 
Cllr. Janet Watkins 
 
Clerk – Sarah Thorpe 
 
Cllr. Sandra Squire (Borough Councillor) 
 
Two parishioners were present  
 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

  
Apologies were accepted from Cllr. Barry Crowson. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 
None 
 

3. Public Forum 
 
A parishioner had attended to ask the Parish Council (PC) to consider applying for funding 
from the Parish Partnership Scheme for a trod from the village up to the Bexwell Business 
Park. This was discussed and it was felt that this was quite a distance, which extended 
beyond the parish boundary, and the Clerk advised that it was likely to be rather expensive.  It 
was agreed that Highways would be asked to provide a quotation for a trod from the Village 
Gateways to Hylton Gott and also from Hylton Gott to the Bexwell Business Park so that 
options could be considered at the next PC meeting. 
A parishioner had attended to discuss an issue that she had raised via email to the PC since 
the last PC meeting. She had requested that the PC consider allowing dogs to be brought 
onto the playing field by responsible owners. The resident explained that in other areas 
Councils do allow this and she felt that it would be a good opportunity for some residents to 
socialise. The matter was discussed by the PC and whilst it was agreed that the PC was not 
able to enforce any notice that dogs were not allowed on the playing field it did not feel that it 
wanted to encourage this practice.  
 

4. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 16
th

 May 2016 
 
The Chairman reminded councillors to look at the accuracy of the minutes, and that matters 
arising would be dealt with imminently. Following a proposal by Cllr. James Lane, seconded 
by Cllr. Biggs, the minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 
The Clerk advised that all actions from the meeting had been carried out. Cllr. Squires had 
advised that she had dealt with the issue regarding the litter and refuse bin collections and it 
was agreed that the situation had improved.  
 

6. Finance 
Item a. Approval of Monthly Expenditure. The Clerk ran through the payments   
 below for authorisation which included amendments to the standing orders to 

pay the Clerk’s salary and PAYE following a national pay award. Following a 
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proposal by Cllr. James Lane, seconded by Cllr. Cornwell, the payments and 
amendments to the standing orders were authorised and the cheques were 
presented to councillors for signature at the end of the meeting. 

E-on 18.55 0.93 19.48 DDR Street Light Electric June

HMRC 42.10 42.10 S/O PAYE May

S Thorpe 168.44 168.44 S/O Clerk's salary June

E-on 17.95 0.90 18.85 DDR Street Light Electric July

HMRC 42.10 42.10 S/O PAYE June

S Thorpe 168.44 168.44 S/O Clerk's salary July

S Thorpe 67.58 67.58 100755 Clerk's expenses June/July
Paragon Bank plc 30.00 30.00 100756 Spring newsletter printing
Bibby Factors Ltd 3100.00 620.00 3720.00 100757 Purchase of bus shelter

Totals 3,655.16£   621.83£        4,276.99£   

Payee
Goods/ 

Services
VAT TOTAL Ref Supplier/Service

 
Item b. Review of Reconciled Cashbook. The Clerk advised that she had 

reconciled the cashbook to the end of June and presented the cash book and 
bank statements to the Chairman for inspection.  

 
Item c. Auto enrolment – The Pensions Regulator. In order for the PC to comply 

with legislation a pension provider needed to be set up and a declaration 
needed to be made to The Pensions Regulator. NEST could be used as the 
PCs provider as registration was free. The Clerk’s salary did not meet the 
minimum requirement for the PC to make contributions but a direct debit 
mandate was needed to complete the registration process. It was agreed to 
sign the direct debit and complete the registration and declaration, proposed 
by Cllr. Biggs, seconded by Cllr. Carter. 

 
7. Planning Matters 

 
New applications: 
 
Item a. Planning application 16/00986/F Proposed new agricultural access at 

Home Farm, Downham Road, Crimplesham. This application had been 
received since the last PC meeting. The PC had considered the application 
and decided to SUPPORT the application.  

 
Decisions received from the BC: The following application had been permitted. 
 
Item b. Planning application 16/00519/F – Construct a two storey extension, 

forming kitchen, dining area and new master bedroom and en-suite at 
Rose Cottage, Market Lane, Crimplesham. 

 
Item c. Planning application 16/00689/RM – Reserved Matters Construction for 

one dwelling at Adjacent Bumbles Folly, Market Lane, Crimplesham. 
 

8. Health & Safety 
 
Item a.  Matters Requiring Attention. The following issues were raised: 

 Cllr. Biggs raised the issue, on behalf of parishioners, of the hedge 
adjacent to Main Road at the Playing Field which she felt was in 
need of cutting back. Cllr. James Lane advised that he had 
mentioned this issue at the meeting which had been held at the 
Playing Field but others had not felt it needed attention at that time. 
Following a proposal by Cllr. Biggs, seconded by Cllr. James Lane, it 
was agreed by all that the Clerk should obtain a quotation from Holly 
Landscapes for the work and circulate the quotation to all Councillors 
for approval. 
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 Hedge at No 1 Springfield Close. It was agreed by all that a letter 
should be sent to the resident asking for the hedge to be cut back as 
it was overhanging the Highway. 

 Hedge at Rose Cottage, Market Lane. Highways had previously 
confirmed that they were responsible for the verge up to the hedge. 
As the hedge and verge were now overgrown it was agreed that 
Highways should be approached to give permission to the PC to cut 
the verge and trim the hedge back so that it was not overhanging.  

 

   

  
  

  

 Item b.  Health & Safety Inspections for PC assets. One completed form was 
   received. No action was needed. 

  At this point Cllr. Biggs handed to the Clerk £219 in cash which was the  
 PCs share of the proceeds from the Village Open Day. She advised that the 
PC had now received £1298 from events held in the village over the last few 
years and that residents were unhappy that this money had not yet been 
spent on improvements to the Playing Field. Cllr. David Lane advised that 
improvement works to the Playing Field were planned and that this matter 
was to be discussed shortly on the agenda. He said that he had advised the 
PC in May that he was willing to continue as Chairman on the understanding 
that he did not have the time to deal with all of the issues relating to the 
Playing Field and that a Steering Committee should be set up to handle these 
matters. This had not happened due to a lack of volunteers and under the 
circumstances he was no longer prepared to continue as Chairman and 
vacated the Chairman’s seat. Cllr. Biggs was the current Vice-Chairman but 
did not want to take over as Chairman of the meeting and the Clerk advised 
that the meeting could not continue until a Chairman was in place. Several 
Councillors expressed the view that they did not want Cllr. David Lane to 
stand down as Chairman and he agreed to return to the Chairman’s seat and 
continue in the role until the end of the meeting.  

 Item c.  Drainage and flooding issues. The PC had received two emails from  
   residents of Lyndhurst and The Glee regarding flooding that occurred at their 
   properties following a severe thunderstorm on Saturday 25

th
 June 2016. The 

   emails asked the PC to establish the ownership of two ditches which had not 
   been kept clear and therefore became overwhelmed and resulted in flooding 
   of the nearby properties. The matter was discussed and it was felt by the PC 
   that one of the ditches was the responsibility of local residents and the other 
   ditch belonged to Highways.  

 

 
   
 

9. Correspondence 
 
The Clerk updated the PC with items of correspondence received which included:  

 A telephone call had been received from a resident of Pedlars Way, Market Lane to 
advise the PC that Japanese knotweed had been found in the field at the bottom of 
their garden. They had contacted the owners of the field and asked for urgent action 
to be taken. 

 An email had been received from the BC advising of changes to Information and 
Advice Services in King’s Lynn & West Norfolk. 

 An email had been received from Anglian Water advising of a campaign to locate 
private pumping stations. 

 Information had been received from NCC regarding the Parish Partnership Scheme 
for 2017/18. Bids needed to be submitted by 16

th
 December 2016. 

 A letter from e-on advising of a price increase for street lighting electricity. 

Action:  Clerk to obtain quotation from Holly Landscapes and circulate to all. 
 Clerk to send letter to resident of No 1 Springfield Close. 
 Clerk to contact Highways regarding hedge and verge at Rose Cottage. 
 

Action:  Clerk to contact local residents and Highways and reply to emails received.  
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 Notification from the BC of a new property address at 1A Springfield Close. 

 A quotation from Highways for a replacement “Crimplesham” sign at the Frimstone 
end of the village. The quotation was for £415.72 for a new sign and post or £241.91 
for just a new sign. It was agreed that this matter should be carried forward. 

 
10. Parish Affairs 

 
Item a. Crimplesham Playing Field. The Chairman advised that he had met with the 

Community Payback Unit (CPU) and discussed the work which they could 
carry out at the site. They had confirmed that they could paint the swing 
frame; fill in the holes on the mound; install the mesh on the mound and the 
matting under the metal climbing frame; paint both doors on the shed; clean 
and paint the two seats. They were also willing to clean and paint the seat on 
The Green and could do any other community based jobs. There would be no 
labour charge for this work if it was completed this year. They would draw up 
a list of materials needed and the PC would need to supply these before the 
work was carried out. Following a proposal by Cllr. James Lane, seconded by 
Cllr. Carter, it was agreed by all to go ahead with this work.  

 The Chairman advised that the matting would cost about £100 and following 
a proposal by Cllr. Cornwell, seconded by Cllr. Carter, it was agreed by all 
that the Chairman should order this when it was needed.  

 A quotation had been received from Fenland Leisure Products for supply and 
fitting of replacement swing seats and chains and safety work to the climbing 
frame. This quotation was for £657.09 plus VAT. Following a proposal by Cllr. 
Cornwell, seconded by Cllr. Carter it was agreed by all to go ahead with this 
work.  

 Quotations had been obtained by the Clerk for two football goals. This 
information had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Following 
a proposal by Cllr. Watkins, seconded by Cllr. Biggs, it was agreed to go 
ahead with an order for two goals from Networld Sports for 16 x 4 steel 
socketed goals at a cost of £539.99 plus £49.95 delivery for the pair; goals to 
be delivered to Cllr. Cornwell who would look at installing them.  

 Cllr. James Lane advised that replacement keys were not available for the 
garage door on the shed but he had obtained a quotation from Henderson for 
a new lock and handle to be fitted at a cost of £48 plus VAT. Following a 
proposal by Cllr. Cornwell, seconded by Cllr. Carter, it was agreed by all to go 
ahead with this.  

 Quotations for the Annual Inspection were discussed and it was agreed that a 
decision on this should be carried forward to the September meeting to allow 
time for the agreed work to be carried out.  

 Cllr. Cornwell advised that he was willing to deal with removal of the rabbits 
on the playing field if the PC provided him with a letter confirming that he had 
permission to shoot them. Following a proposal by Cllr. Carter, seconded by 
Cllr. James Lane it was agreed by all that the Clerk should provide a letter to 
Cllr. Cornwell giving him permission.  

 Cllr. James Lane advised that the mole catcher was still visiting the site to 
keep on top of the situation.  

 
Item b. Parish Partnership Scheme (PPS) – Village Sign, bus shelter and Speed 

Activated Messaging Sign (SAM2). The “Crimplesham” sign which had 
been reinstated by attaching it to the bottom of the one of the gateways had 
now been moved onto longer posts by Highways. 

 The bus shelter had now been installed. Cllr. Cornwell agreed to provide a 
quotation for a concrete base. Cllr. James Lane had placed a notice showing 
the bus timetable in the display cabinet at the bus shelter and it was agreed 
that he should keep the keys for the cabinet and that he should remove any 
advertising posters that appeared on the bus shelter. A request had been 
received that the old seat from The Green should be moved to inside the bus 
shelter. Cllr. Cornwell agreed to have a look and move the seat if it would fit.  

 The Clerk advised that she had informed Fincham Parish Council that the PC 
was interested in joint purchase of a SAM2 sign with funding from the PPS in 
2017/18. Consideration to be given to locations, moving and replacement of 
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batteries for the sign and these matters should be discussed further at the 
next PC meeting. 

Item c Children’s Tea Party. Cllr. Biggs advised that she still had some 
commemorative medals left to be handed out to children from the village and 
that a notice was to be placed in the next church magazine asking for them to 
be collected from her.  

 A resident commented that the party was a huge success and gave children 
in the village the opportunity to meet other children and as a result of the 
party a Facebook group had been set up to arrange other events and a picnic 
had already been planned for a couple of weeks time.  

 
 
 

 
 
11. Internal Council Affairs 

 
None. 
 

12. Agenda Items for the Next Meeting 
 
Items to remain on the agenda as already agreed.  
 

13. Date and Time of the Next Meeting
 
 

 
Monday 19

th
 September 2016, commencing at 7.30pm in Crimplesham Village Hall for an 

Ordinary Parish Council Meeting.  
 
Meeting closed at 8.45pm 

 

Action: Item a. – Clerk to place orders and send letter. 
             
 


